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INTERNATIONAL WATER WEEK CONFERENCE, SINGAPORE 
Statement by Minister for Water 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Water) [9.10 am]: The Western Australian government 
continues to foster a strong relationship with the Singaporean government. As members may know, the Western 
Australian government recently opened a trade and investment office in Singapore and last month I had the 
pleasure of visiting Singapore for the International Water Week conference. One of my first appointments 
involved my participation in a round-table luncheon held exclusively for visiting ministers to discuss water 
security challenges and strategies. This was hosted by Singapore’s Minister for the Environment and Water 
Resources, Dr Vivian Balakrishnan, and provided a unique opportunity to discuss common issues with other 
water ministers from around the world. I met with Mr Chew, the chief executive officer of the Public Utilities 
Board in Singapore, to further develop the relationship between PUB and our own Water Corporation. We also 
discussed PUB’s role in the National Centre of Excellence in Desalination located in Kwinana and explored 
further opportunities for collaboration. I was a guest at the official opening of the Singapore International Water 
Week. The event was opened by the Prime Minister of Singapore and demonstrates the importance that that 
nation places on the value of its water resources. Singapore is internationally recognised for its strategic 
investment in water infrastructure. Its views mirror those of this Liberal–National government in that water is 
essential for social and economic development. In attending the water leaders’ summit, I was involved in 
discussions around the future direction of the water industry. I look forward to exploring and bringing to fruition 
some of the initiatives tabled.  

I visited the Changi Water Reclamation Plant, a waste water treatment plant and a deep-tunnel sewerage system, 
which is Singapore’s answer to its long-term waste water needs. The highlight of my visit would have to be the 
tour of the SembCorp NEWater Plant. Built on the rooftop of the existing Changi Water Reclamation Plant, it is 
the biggest NEWater plant in Singapore and one of the largest water recycling plants in the world. It is capable 
of producing 90 Olympic swimming pools of NEWater per day. Singapore is internationally recognised as a 
leader in water recycling, so it was great to see a working example of water recycling by one of the world’s best.  

This trip was an important learning opportunity for both me and representatives from the Water Corporation as 
the corporation progresses water recycling in Western Australia through the groundwater replenishment trial. We 
have committed an additional $2.5 million as part of this year’s budget for expansion of a groundwater 
replenishment scheme, subject to a successful completion of the current trial. I was also quite pleased to hear on 
a number of occasions, and from different representatives who attended from around the world, that Western 
Australia is recognised as a leader in many areas of water management, including planning, project delivery, and 
protection. Lastly, in my role as the minister responsible for the Zoo, I took time to visit Singapore’s world-
renowned zoo, to build on the already close relationship we have with that organisation and consider 
opportunities that may be transferrable to WA. 
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